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HiJazz & Omar AL-Musfi

By: Issa Boulos

Although the definitions of world music and fusion are quite vague and often unsatisfactory,
they allow artists to experiment and enjoy greater exposure within those genres. Omar al-Musfi
joins those who translated artistic visions into captivating new sounds . After years of touring
and accompanying icons of modern Arab music on percussion, Omar and his group HiJazz
released their first original album, Modern Mijanna . Influences are divided between Middle
Eastern magams, American jazz and dashes of Latin America and Indian rhythms. They are
newcomers with an original take on the procedure of liquefying and melting diverse timbres and
distant musical practices. As gloriously enthusiastic, experimental and classy as their musical
adventures seem to be, their future and success beyond-Chicago depend on much more than a
wildly unpredictable and global fusion movement. If you're pursuing a taste of what's going on
around the world, this CD is the best compilation of the moment.

Issa Boulos is a music critic for Four Magazine. The opinions expressed here are his. #004
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